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1-1. Introduction

In Japan, some public libraries offer English books suitable for extensive reading (ER) to support

lifelong learning among local residents.
Over the past 20 years, the number of such public libraries has been on the rise.

However, the actual situation nationwide in Japan was unknown except in certain regions, so the
first national survey regarding extensive reading at public libraries in Japan was conducted in
2024.
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1-2. Introduction

In 2004, a public library in the Tokai region of Japan set up an
"English Extensive Reading Corner" that contained materials
suitable for English extensive reading,

At present, over 40 libraries in the Tokai region provide ongoing
support for English extensive reading.

In Tokyo, more than 10 libraries support English extensive
reading for local residents.

Hokkaido

Tokyo

Kansai
Tokai
? In areas outside of the Tokai region and Tokyo, the collection
size and usage of English extensive reading materials at public
P 4 libraries in Japan was unknown except for a small number of
Ja pan cases.
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2. Brief History of Extensive Reading
at Public Libraries in Japan




2. Brief History of Extensive Reading at Public Libraries
Japanese adult need ER

English has been for entrance exams. in Japan.

Adults can translate English texts but cannot
E> read.
Meaning | Meaning They don’t know how to improve their skills.
focused focused
output input \ Extensive Reading
| | They need to learn to read without
Language | Fluency translating and to improve fluency through

focused ible |
ocuse development |  comprehensible input.

The four strands (P. Nation, 2013, What Should Every EFL Teacher Know?)
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The effect of ER on TOEIC average score

1st year students of the advanced course (21-year-old)

o00 E&E dept. | The students achieved higher
550 %rs (1134 | TOEIC scores only after joining
500 fb.@ ' | the ER program for 5 years.

TOHC e The effect of ER program for 2-
200 | \A 3 ye:\Ors IS not recognizable.

Most ER programs
have a shorter duration:.

No ER ﬁ The other dept.
| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |

2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021
Academic year

Nishizawa et al. (2022) How Much Exposure to the Language Is Necessary to Improve KOSEN students’ English Skills?, J. of JSEE (in Japanese)

ERWC7 7 September 2025 EXTENSIVE READING MATERIALS IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN JAPAN 8




N @

Japan has rich public libraries

Public libraries extend from metropolitan areas and cities to
towns, and even to small villages throughout the county.

Every library has a special bookshelf for children to enjoy ER
In Japanese.

The libraries serve as the foundation of intellectual activities
and lifelong learning in the region.
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The English books are not used

Some big libraries have large shelves of English books.
o Classic or contemporary novels and non-fiction books
> Famous picture books

They are rarely used because they are too difficult to
read without translation.

Libraries need to add much easier-to-read books for EFL

learners, such as graded readers for language leaners and
leveled readers for native English children.
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Introduction of easy English books

In Tokai region

First wave (2004 ~) R1007%15!

'\—I \—I \ 2PN DE
z x-’?f‘\' A

Sakai (2002) Kaidoku 100-man-go.., SSS

Adults were fascinated the idea and started ER

Toyota KOSEN started ER program in college
library (2004)

Some leaders of local government recognized the
potential of ER books in libraries
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Library & Bookstore Map for ER readers
(http://gemini.so.land.to/cgi-bin/rmap3/) AT
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Library &Bookstore Map for ER readers
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Library &Bookstore Map for ER readers
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Library &Bookstore Map for ER readers
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Steps the successful libraries took
for introducing ER books

Learn how ER benefits EFL leaners, and study the examples of leading libraries

Preparing ER books to support typical reading paths
> Graded readers for language learners

o Leveled readers for English speaking children




Reading Path for EFL Learners

START|

LR: Leveled Readers GR: Graded Readers

\,.OISTOO: 05 5 7 GR Level 0
Leveled readers ——— YL 0.8~0.9

QlOO,OOO words

g YL 0.7~0.8 YL 1.0~1.9
500,000 words

Leveled readers GR Level 2

Levels 0-3
1,000,000 words YL 2.0~2.9

Picture books . , A milestone
Grade K Children’s novels <:'>
Grades 1-2
Chapter books & GR Levels 4-6
Children’s novels YL 4.0~6.9

Children’s novels Juvenile novels
grades 4-6 Paperbacks
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Steps the successful libraries took
for introducing ER books

Learn how ER benefits EFL leaners, and study the examples of leading libraries

Preparing ER books to support typical reading paths
o Graded readers for language learners

o Leveled readers for English speaking children

Provide reading information: readability levels, text lengths, and genres of the
books
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Gamarori, Aichi-P.

Reading information
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Steps the successful libraries took for
introducing ER books

Learn how ER benefits EFL leaners, and study the examples of leading libraries

Preparing ER books to support typical reading paths
o Graded readers for language learners

o Leveled readers for English speaking children

Provide reading information: readability levels, text lengths, and genres of the
books

Organize introductory lectures to ER
> Otherwise, adults ignore comprehensible input and stick to E-J translation
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Introductory lectures at Toyota city library
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Steps the successful libraries took for
introducing ER books

Learn how ER benefits EFL leaners, and study the examples of leading libraries

Preparing ER books to support typical reading paths
o Graded readers for language learners

o Leveled readers for English speaking children

Provide reading information: readability levels, text lengths, and genres of the
books

Organize introductory courses to ER
o Otherwise, adults ignore comprehensible input and stick to E-J translation

Help to build a user group for peer support
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User groups for ER
Ebina, Kana'gawa-P. |
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3-1. Outline of Japan Public Library Survey

2024 Japan Public Library Extensive Reading Material Survey

* Purpose of Survey: To clarify the current situation regarding English-
language ER and Japanese-language ER at public libraries in Japan

= Survey Target: 1,023 public libraries in Japan

** Survey conducted by the non-profit organization NPO Tadoku Supporters under a
grant from the Japan Foundation for Library Advancement
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3-2. Outline of Japan Public Library Survey

= Survey process: Using a combination of questionnaire surveys and on-site
surveys.

The questionnaire surveys requested responses from 1,023 central libraries among the
3,310 public libraries in Japan. These central libraries were requested to include
information on any branch libraries in their library systems, as appropriate.

After compiling the questionnaire data, two public libraries with distinctive
characteristics were selected for on-site surveys.
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3-3. Outline of Japan Public Library Survey

= Response collection: For the questionnaire survey, respondents were
asked to submit their survey responses through a designated Google form.
If a respondent could not use the designated Google form, respondents
were requested to submit their survey responses in a designated
Microsoft Excel computer file and to return the computer file by e-mail.

= Survey period: From late August 2024 to the end of September 2024

* Number of returned surveys: 571 surveys in total (response rate: 56%)
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3-4. Outline of Japan Public Library Survey

= Survey content (main items in questionnaire survey)

1. Number of extensive reading materials in the library’s collection
Existence of “extensive reading corners” in the library
Whether extensive reading-related events are conducted at the library

Whether user exchange meetings are held at the library

Al

Problems and prospects related to library’s extensive reading activities
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4. Results of Japan Public Library Survey




ENGLISH ER
4-1. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

1. Number of extensive reading materials in the library’s collection

[N=571]
Reader series No Less than 101-200 201 or more
ER collection 30 items items items
1. Oxford Reading Tree 402 (70.4) 49 (8.6) 25 (4.4) 34 (6.0) 61 (10.7)
2.1 Can Read 311 (54.5) 199 (34.9) 34 (5.9) 17 (3.0) 10 (1.8)
3. Step Into Reading 464 (81.2) 76 (13.3) 20 (3.5) 7 (1.2) 4 (0.7)
4. Ready to Read 484 (84.8) 71(12.4) 11 (1.9) 4 (0.7) 1(0.2)
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ENGLISH ER
4-7. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

1. Number of extensive reading materials in the library’s collection

[N=571] %
Reader series No Less than 101-200 201 or more
ER collection 30 items items items
5. Oxford Bookworms 427 (74.8) 68 (11.9) 27 (4.7) 24 (4.2) 25 (4.4)
6. Penguin Readers
*including current 418 (73.2) 85 (14.9) 32 (5.6) 19 (3.3) 17 (3.0)
Pearson English Readers
7. Macmillan Readers 476 (83.3) 53 (9.3) 19 (3.3) 19 (3.3) 4 (0.7)
8. English translations of 395(69.2)| 136 (23.8) 24 (4.2) 10 (1.8) 6(1.1)
Japanese manga
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ENGLISH ER
4-3. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

2. Existence of “extensive reading corners” in the library [N=571]

Corner installation status Number of responses
Provided 103 18
Not provided 452 79
Provided at a branch library 16 3
Total 571 100
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ENGLISH ER
4-4. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

3. Whether extensive reading-related events are conducted at the library

[N=571]
Implementation results Number of responses
Implemented 78 14
Not implemented 493 86
Total 571 100

Note: "Extensive reading-related events” are events such as lectures and workshops
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ENGLISH ER
4-5. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

4. Whether user exchange meetings are held at the library [N=571]

User exchange meetings Number of responses
Meetings conducted 19 3
Meetings not conducted 552 97
Total 571 100

Note: “User exchange meetings” refer to periodic meetings held by clubs or study groups
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ENGLISH ER
4-6. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

5. Problems and prospects related to library’s extensive reading activities [N=571]

Problems Numberof %
responses

Securing budget for purchasing extensive reading materials 355 62
Method for organizing extensive reading materials 226 40
Signage for extensive reading materials (level, word count display, etc.) 189 33
Information on extensive reading materials, book selection 412 72
Library staff interest 109 19
Skill level of library staff in handling English materials 364 64
Public relations to end-users 166 29
Planning and management of related events 132 23
Management of the reading exchange meetings 86 15
Others 27 )

swclVAGHEbplesanswers allowed
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ENGLISH ER
4-7. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

5. Problems and prospects related to library’s extensive reading activities [N=571]

Multiple answers allowed

Prospects Number of
responses
Lifelong learning support for users 427 75
Collaboration with School Education 324 57
Collaboration with other social education facilities (community centers, 73 13
etc.)
Revitalization of local community activities 86 15
Multicultural Exchange Support 285 50
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JAPANESE ER
4-8. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

1. Number of extensive reading materials in the library’s collection [N=571] %

No Less than 101-200 201 or more

Reader series . . . .
ER collection 30 items items items

Nihongo Tadoku Books
(Taishukan Japanese Readers) 528 (92.5) 14 (2.4) 28 (4.9) 0(0.0) 1(0.2)

Nihongo Yomu-Yomu Library
(Japanese Graded Readers)

541 (94.7) 8 (1.4) 20 (3.5) 1(0.2) 1(0.2)
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Examples of Books by Reading Level
for Extensive Reading in Japanese
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JAPANESE ER
4-9. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

2. Existence of “extensive reading corners” in the library [N=571]

Corner installation status Number of responses
Provided 12 2.1
Not provided 557 97.5
Provided at branch library 2 0.4
Total 571 100
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JAPANESE ER
4-10. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

3. Whether extensive reading-related events are conducted at the library

[N=571]
Implementation results Number of responses
Implemented 3 0.5
Not implemented 568 99.5
Total 571 100

Note: “Extensive reading-related events” are events such as lectures and workshops.
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JAPANESE ER
4-11. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

5. Problems and prospects related to library’s extensive reading activities [N=571]

Multiple answers allowed

Problems Numberof

responses
Securing budget for purchasing extensive reading materials 342 60
Method for organizing extensive reading materials 201 35
Information on extensive reading materials, book selection 384 67
How to use the materials 268 47
Public relations to end-users 206 36
Planning and management of related events 128 22
Others 26 )
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JAPANESE ER
4-12. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

5. Problems and prospects related to library’s extensive reading activities [N=571]

Multiple answers allowed

Prospects ARl %
responses

Support for Japanese language learning for non-Japanese residents 441 77
Support for Japanese educators (including volunteers) 191 33
Collaboration with school education 241 42
Collaboration with other social education facilities (community centers, etc.) 74 13
Promotion of local community activities 102 18
Library use by non-Japanese residents 406 71
Interactions between Japanese residents and non-Japanese residents 129 23
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4-13. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

Eleven comments selected from 113 open-ended responses from library staff:

1. “lwas embarrassed to learn for the first time of (the existence of) “English
Extensive Reading” and “Japanese Extensive Reading” learning methods
and the learning materials related thereto.”

2. “Atour library, | learned for the first time about "extensive reading
materials" through this questionnaire. It looks like it's going to take some
time to fully explore (these materials).”

3. “Aslrarely focused solely on extensive reading, | would like to reference
the efforts of other libraries as well. In particular, | would like to look into
collecting materials for “Japanese extensive reading” in the future.”
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4-14. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

Eleven comments selected from 113 open-ended responses from library staff:

4. “In responding to this survey, | was surprised to find that (our) library has
almost no materials suitable for extensive reading. To start with, | would
like to increase our extensive reading materials so that non-Japanese
residents will also feel free to use (our) library.”

5. “With respect to Japanese extensive reading, a non-Japanese library
patron once asked me, "Are there any books that are useful for learning
Japanese?" If there are materials like the Japanese-language extensive
reading series mentioned in this (questionnaire’s) question, | would
consider the future purchase of Japanese extensive reading materials as
such materials would meet the needs of our patrons.”
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4-15. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

Eleven comments selected from 113 open-ended responses from library staff:

6. “To meet the needs of various (library) users, as well as from the
perspectives of supporting lifelong learning and supporting child-rearing, |
feel that it will be necessary to introduce (extensive reading materials).

Considering the increase in the number of non-Japanese-speaking
residents in the future, it will be necessary (to introduce extensive reading
materials), but there will be many issues to address, so | would be grateful
if there were tools that | could reference.”
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4-16. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

Eleven comments selected from 113 open-ended responses from library staff:

7. “I believe that extensive reading, which requires a large number of
materials, is highly compatible with libraries. | also feel that by holding
user social gatherings for extensive reading will have the benefit of
encouraging more active interaction in the local community.

We have not yet worked on Japanese-language extensive reading (as a
library), but as the number of non-Japan residents is on the rise, | think it
will be necessary to look into (Japanese-language extensive reading).”

8. “Globalization progresses, and libraries can play a role in multicultural
societies. As other cities have examples (of this), | would like to reference
the composition of their (book) collections and (types of library) events.”
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4-17. Results of Japan Public Library Survey

Eleven comments selected from 113 open-ended responses from library staff:

9. “I believe that increasing opportunities to learn through extensive reading
of English and Japanese will contribute to mutual understanding between
people of different cultural backgrounds. As a library that provides
information, we would like to use (the methodology of extensive reading)
as a reference for future book selections and special features.”

10. “(Extensive reading) will help to develop global human resources, which
tends to lag behind in rural areas.”

11. “I think both “English extensive reading" and "Japanese extensive reading"
are useful ways to learn a language. | also think that holding meetings as
events at libraries and other places can create opportunities to connect
with people who want to learn the same language.”
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5. Analysis and Findings
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5-1. Analysis and Findings

"The term ‘extensive reading’ was not familiar to many librarians who work for
public libraries. In general, their awareness of extensive reading and extensive
reading materials was not high.

*"Nevertheless, after learning about extensive reading, some librarians did show
interest. This survey seemed to raise the awareness of extensive reading
among the librarians who responded to the survey.
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5-2. Analysis and Findings

=Although the number of libraries that collect and hold Japanese-language
extensive reading materials is rather small, the librarians who responded to the
survey showed greater interest in Japanese-language extensive reading
materials than in English-language extensive reading materials.

=Of the 571 libraries that responded to the survey, about 20% have an “English
Extensive Reading Corner,” but the composition of their extensive reading
collections is thought to vary. In particular, there may be a lack of easy-to-read
books, which play an important role in the extensive reading methodology of
changing learners’ reading habit of mentally translating the English text into

Japanese while reading English text.
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6. Conclusions
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6. Conclusions

"Although extensive reading support has not yet been established as a public library
service in Japan, there is a certain amount of interest among public library librarians,
so there is a possibility that extensive reading support in public libraries may become
available in the future.

=Public library librarians interested in extensive reading are looking for further
information on extensive reading to support local residents’ pursuit of extensive
reading.

"Further information and guidance on extensive reading should be provided to public
library librarians in Japan.

=Pulic libraries can play a key role in supporting extensive reading, in both English and
Japanese. By doing so, they support lifelong learning and community building.
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