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About Me

Teacher-researcher

Listening & phonology

Straightforward methods for 
classroom research 

Rough outline
● Materials and methods
● Subtitles and orthography 
● Independence and autonomy
● Assessment

Interactive - expect some tangents!
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Teaching & Learning materials
Early career: Mostly used textbooks

Mid: More supplementary

Late: Own materials

All for face-to-face context
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Not a lot of training 
given for online 
remote teaching 
(Jones, 2020b)
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So… Problems! 
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What problems have 
you faced?
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Media Management

8

Teachers control texts
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Reasons
1 copy of storage media

Copying optical media takes time

Centralized control, time management
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Embrace chaos!
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Why?
Not your problem to solve!

Develop learner responsibility, ownership (Waters, 
1998)

Decrease anxiety (Horwitz, 1986)
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What problems do you 
anticipate?
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Streaming 
● Can you use 

something else?
● Does it have to be 

from a streaming site?
● Do you have to 

stream it?

● Can students use it?
● Do they have their 

own accounts?
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Organise files online
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What about subtitles? 
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The advantages 
L1 subtitles improve 
understanding of meaning. 

L2 subtitles improve 
pronunciation. 

(Wisniewska & Mora, 2020)
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However

⚠
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Effects of orthography may interfere
Sokolović-Perović et al., (2019) 
effect on phoneme length by 
Japanese learners of English.

Bassetti (2007) Pinyin may 
interfere with learning of Chinese 
by ‘non-native speakers’

Showalter & Hayes-Harb, (2013) 
found novel orthography (tone 
marks) for English learners of 
Chinese can be positive.

Wisniewska & Mora (2020) found 
no significant benefits for 
phonological accuracy in 
perception.
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What kinds of 
problems do your 
learners have when 
using subtitles? 
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Assessment? 
No copying? 
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Assume collaboration. 
It's a good thing. 22

Things that 
have worked 

for me
Depends on your context

Listening journals

●Summaries
●Reactions
●Developmental 
strategies

Online (formative) tests: 
Moodle/Google Forms 
(Milliner & Barr, 2020)
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What obstacles would 
you face by assuming 
collaboration in 
assessment?
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Break it up!
Don't give too much close listening all at once. 
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We cannot control the 
actual learning 
environment, so we 
must advise on it. 
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Learning environment
Aside from noise

● Temperature
● Air flow
● Distractions

can affect working memory.

(Jones, 2020a)
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What other  
environmental factors 
could affect listening?
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In Summary
● Materials control and streaming infrastructure 
● Subtitles and orthography: pros & cons
● Easier to foster independence and autonomy?
● Assessment: trust and relax about collaboration
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Your questions...
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Get in touch!

marc@getgreatenglish.com

@marcjonestyo

@marcjones@scholar.socia
l

http://marcjones.tokyo/
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