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Background

Bottom-Up Listening Challenges of Japanese EFL Learners

e Unaware of the difference in rhythm
between L1 and L2, and too unfamiliar with
connected speech features of English

R N R IR e E Rt sl Words/phrases they know

to process spoken English

Unable to segment what
they hear and recognize




MUST-Learn | But if you feel like | feel

Then let me know ...
Connected Wong el

Speech 1. Reduction: le(t) me

2. Linking: if you (1fjo)
Features + |3 FlappedT: but if (borsf)
for Japanese EFL (4. Weak Form: like | (lo1kox)
Learners 5. Dark L: feel (fit)




Explicit Instruction on Connected Speech

Features+ (2021 Fall)

Connected Speech Features Instruction in A Lesson
Song Cloze Activity

VOA Audio Quiz with Google Forms

Reaction Paper

e



1 Connected Speech Instruction in A Weekly Lesson (English for Freshmen)

0. Feedback on Review of Previous Week 10-15 mins
Reaction Paper

1. Song Cloze Connected Speech Features 10 mins
Answers & Explanation

2. VOA Video Quiz Story Comprehension, Vocabulary and Grammar: 15-20 mins
Feedback & Explanation | Feedback based on the quiz results

3. VOA Audio Quiz Connected Speech Features: Feedback based on the 15-20 mins
Feedback & Explanation | quiz results

4 Kahoot / Quizlet Live Voabulary and Grammar: Linked to #2 15-20 mins
5 Speaking Practice Practice in Pair (Teams); Individual Practice (Flipgrid) 15 mins
6 Reaction Paper Reflectiion and Questions 5 mins

20-30 minutes (out
of 105) was used for
the bottom-up
listening skills
instruction

VOA audio & video
quizzes were based
on the same VOA
lesson — Context-
ualized listening
activities



.. Song Dictation Can't Take My Eyess Off You.pdf

2 Song Cloze Activity: PDF Worksheet & Target Phrases

Can't Take My Eyes Off You By Boys Town Gang
Originally produced by Bob Crewe & Bob Gaudio

*You're (1 ) ) good to be true BIXELCLNLLB LRI
Can't take my eyes off (2 ) you BAYEEE L

You'd be like heaven to touch KEICfN A T=-WEATEH5%
Oh I wanna (3 ¢ ) so much faELHT=LY

At long last love has arrived PoLBAPHSTES

And I thank God I'm alive BWEHYNES £EETTEA ST
You're (1 )

I can’t take my eyes off of you

) good to be true

CABRRICRDHTIHA
There’s nothing else to compare HhIZHEAR &S AL

The (7 ¢ ) you leaves me weak E#ZE5L BRITHD
There are no words (8 )( ) speak EOIREFEEIHOTHL
But if you feel (9 ¢ ) feel HLELRLEFELLS
Then let me know (10 ) ) real ESMEAT BELELT
You're (1 )¢ ) good to be true

Can't take my eyes off of you

Avnaf-)p

Pardon the way (6 )( ) stare

— —PDF worksheet delivered online to

HU3

be worked on before the class

Target phrases:

1 jus(t) too X ARy—

2 of (off_of you) X#A7#4Ta1—
3 hold_you XR—I)LR1—

6 that_I XHPub7A

7 thought of (thought_of you)
XVY—h+T1—
XL2Ikky—
XZA974
XHFybAvy

8 lef(t) to
9 like |
10 that _it's



2 Song Cloze Activity : Instructions for Students

(2) BREER+REFTYE—b

@) HFAZRANSKELERERLOTIE

(4) BEHZZHORGHS
EBICRAD LS RS

MZXBERBEY Y FS BB,

SONG DICTATION .1’\')[;51‘3%‘:‘&“:" hFEE>THOK,
FIg W LRASEH T AL,
WD TEINELRL,
v)DeE&h, BAT
Oz&hd
D=9 —NDZEFRZIBHB(ENRI or / — 1K) R R gy

BEEEIEI T, YVXLKADEShZOHNBE
*TEFBEET T, BLITNET-8EICSVWTIVET S

BVWT T <CIRAEN KRS S L

BERHRD LoD VY FTEOHER
* AL IFNIE, FERT TS,

—How to practice

(1)
(2)

Listen to the song and
try to fill in the blanks
Listen to the lecture
(explanation) and
repeat the model
(in-class)

Look at the lyrics and
sing along

Practice singing
thinking what you're
saying



*You're {1 H{ ) goo(d) to be true
Can('t) talke) my eyes_off (2 ) you
You('d) be like heaven Lo touch

Oh I wanna (3 ) } s0 much
A(t) long las(t) lo{ve) has_arrive{d)
And_I than{k) God_I'm_ali(ve)

You're (1 X ) good to be true

I can’t take my eyes off of you

1 jus(t) too =«z¢)

3 hold _you

Connected Speech Features Instruction

«—2022 | 2021 (pre-recorded)

12ENEHRAT
vick u(p)the Where_is the momen(t) when neede(d) the most?
Fhv

You kick (up I the leaves_an(d) the magic_is lost
You tell me your blue sky’s fa(de) to grey

2

S
You tell me your passion’s ( 9ON€ ) away gone away
a -unis | “And_| don('t) nee(d) no carrying_on” dvF7z4
stand_in | You stand ( in ) the line jus(t) to hit_a new low
A T4 ' & )
You're faking_a smile with_the coffee to go
You tell me your life’s (been) way off line
You're falling to pieces_everytime

“(A)nd_I don('t) nee(d) no carrying_on”

4 i pEw)
x =

i’ Y



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uw7KJ1c-KGs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_7VnovU4Cc

5 VOA Audio Quizzes using Google Forms

Google

Forms Quiz
delivered
online to be
worked on
before the
class

3.Anna IEREEZB VAT E LIS,

40-60 seconJis

Q  LET'SLEARN ENGLISH - LEVEL1 v.A (e

L Direct link v/

-3.5:5 minutes

) =

2 Pop-out player L Direct link v/

[Anna] The robbers (a)(b) bus. So, | ran after the bus. While | was running, | tripped and  *
fell.

(a)go(b)ona

== Multiple Choice

(@ gotB)ona
(a) got (b) on the \

*EEEICEBNE I EERANE LV AXTY, v o7y IUEBREHSEETLE *
SH?hEVIFYTUBDSIBATE TTTHVEVNERFANERN, EWS T3S
niFEv |

Short answer text

Comment Section

Feedback for correct answers / IE

<EHE>
(a) golt] B5& — H'y Connected Speech Features Instruction
(b) on_a EfE —» A+

via Auto feedback

<£fH>
The robbers got on a bus. So, | ran after the bus. While | was running, | tripped and fell.
BELEDNNRICES 2D FNTRIINZEBVAT o, E>TWBEIRDETVWTEHALD,



https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/lets-learn-english-lesson-20-what-can-you-do/3384429.html
https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/lets-learn-english-lesson-20-what-can-you-do/3384429.html

5 VOA Audio Quizzes: Connected Speech Instruction in Class

In-Class Instruction:
Feedback, Advice, Additional Exercises

(1a) ha(d) : /d/D¥BitE— had
notime:/\v /5511
(1b)on_a:n & a hY&ERE —

s

ChiZZ5EZZ5 !

Anna: | (1a) no time to be afraid, Guy. Well, | had time while | was
resting (1b) bench. | had a lot of time.

Guy: Then what happened?

Anna: The robbers (2a)(2b) bus. So, | ran after the bus. While | was
running, | tripped and fell.

Guy: And that is the time that you hurt your arm?

Anna: No. (c) | was lying on the ground, someone stepped on my
arm!

Guy: Ouch.

(2a) golt] Bt — A v
(2b) on_a &g — A+

While_I B2 7%&H > %

‘\

[Anna] The robbers (a)(b ) bus. So, | ran after the bus. While | was running, | tripped |D Copy

and fell.
i/ 59 correc t responses
o
——"
= Quiz Results
]
(a) go (b) on the 5 (8.5%)

v (a)got (b)ona

44 (74.6%)

(a) got (b) on the

N\

1DMEY —FH LM >1-TT,

SELTAHRE CHETEELE:

of Loff DEZNQ(THAVEEL LY

HABDEBENHALEEICH IS ELTEREERNG

L Reactions
103 B e oiEhoT=,




4 Reaction Paper: Reflect on Learning through the Song & Others

Reaction Paper April 25

X—=JL7 KL @st.cucacjp DEDICLTLIEEN, TJE—DX—LTESNET,

Email *

2022 ver.

This form is collecting emails. Change settings

Encourage them to pay attention to their

own listening process
e [ftheyre getting used to connected speech
e [f their mouth work right

OneThing ZE> e BEZBIFESTURN?BEDEREL | &b BNENTEL
P 1) eh ONESHEVWAE, BADUEDREICOVWTBWDIL ZEERATE
(- 10N

Long answer text

A5OFEICDONT, B - ER - XY MELEST W RTHATE A TD DM e *
KNI TERDIFETNIRELEU L etc.)

Long answer text

e |t was difficult but | got more used to |1e
connected speech features in the song] after
listening to it repeatedly.

e I'mnowusedto ifc cound but my mouth doesn't
work right.

e The song wasn’t too fast, but the linking made it
hard to understand what was said.

\ Great!

Yeah, it's natural because ...




4 Reaction Paper: Great Input for the Teacher

VOA Level 1 Lesson 13 (Done on May 16)

From Reaction Paper:

| just barely followed the
subtitles, but took long to
understand the meaning.

It’'s hard to understand what |
heard in the order I heard.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkutq1P7AHU&t=76

Use of "Audio” with Google Forms

% Google Forms only accepts video clips on YouTube
— Need to convert MP3 to MP4 & upload it to YouTube

% AVOA conversation is too long (3.5-5 minutes) for bottom-up listening training
— Better to divide one conversation into 4-5 parts




Download MP3 — Divide It — Convert MP3 to MP4

. LEARNING
ENGLISH

Lesson 20: What Can You Do?

by VOA

» 000 @—

2 Pop-out player

</> EMBED <% SHARE

3:39 © £

A Direct link v

&Y Online Converter

Home - Audio Converter - Audio to Video

Audio to Video

» o

Qlek O 4
L XD Q
‘5 30 4‘5

1:00

iy

) Ve 15 er

o -4 iz -2 5 0
B e s——"

145
& [

~1-20-1.mp
_ 1-20-2.mp3
_ 1-20-3a.mp3

_1-20-3b.mp3

_ 1-20-4.mp3

_ 1-20-5.mp3
_1-20-6.mp3

~1-20.mp3 |mg

1-20-3a.mp4
1-20-3b.mp4
1-20-4.mp4
1-20-5.mp4
1-20-6.mp4
1-20.mp4




Upload MP4 to YouTube — Add the video to your quiz

i

N i N i =

3
—_
%
=

1-20-1.mp4
1-20-2.mp4
1-20-3a.m¥¢
1-20-3b.mp4
1-20-4.mp4

1-20- =  OYouTube
&)

1-20p=

SSSSS

@
2 Google Forms Quiz
N — “Add video”
[
e Select Video
Video search URL by URL
||Paste YouTube URL here: W . .




B® 1-20-1.mp4 ®
e 2 | Google Forms Quiz
E® 1-20-3b.mp4 b — “Add video”

B 1-20-4.mp4 [

B 120

B 1-20p =

B 1005 = [etect video Select Video
—te. by URL

| prepare “Audio” clips on YouTube

& add the “Audio” clips to Google Forms
!

Other teachers add questions, answers,

and auto-feedback

E (Draft) VOA LviL48 Audio [J ¢

2. Jean ($1@YIEE - EED I EHHD VWK STT

mepB 3 ®e

* Sharing copies of Google Forms

IS super easy.

Teacher collaboration for developing the same type of VOA audio quizzes




Results

1. Pre-and Post-Tests to Check Their Bottom-Up Listening Skills
2. Post-Semester Course Evaluation Survey




1 Checking Their Bottom-Up Listening Skills

()-@)ICA B
A: If m m m, ladies and gentlem
Il show you (1) ____th 's most fams
On the right is one (2) most popular
‘enetian Sunrise
B:Wow!mm. Themmm
A: Yes. This artist (3) for h of rich

We'll be showing some of his other works (4)
exhibition next month.
B:Really? smmwmmun

4 Gaps /

NO& (2) On the ri ular works, Venetian Sunrise.
rt answer t'||

g  Conversation

06 (4) We'll be showing some of his other works special exhibition next month.

e 100% =64 points (2 x 32)

e 3times:Test1 (W1) Test 2 (W/)
& Test 3 (W13)

® 26 students (out of 32) took all
the three tests

e.g. Target: Linking & Weak form
I'll show you ( some of ) the museum’s
Famous paintings




1 Checking Their Bottom-Up Listening Skills

Score Changes from W1 to W7, W13 (N = 26)

Mean Median SD
Week 1 (Pre-Test) | 38.1 (59.5%) 39.0 (60.9%) 9.4
Week 7 (Post-Test 1)* 49.1 (76.7%) 51.0 (79.7%) 11.3
Week 13 (Post-Test 2) 50.6 (79.1%) 50.5 (78.9%) 11.6
Score
difference
Vv p-value Effect size (r) —>Large
W1 - W7 36.50 .0004124 .69 Effect sizes
W1 -W13 23.50 .0001822 73 —Large

”

M. Mizumoto, “Comparing Paired Samples (web application)”: http://langtest.jp/shiny/paired/



1 Checking Their Bottom-Up Listening Skills

Score Changes from W1 to W7, W13 (N = 26)

60 — E 60 — . “ﬁ
{ 1 .
| ‘ .
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30 - : i % 5
[ . ! :
—I— — 20 :
T T T T
Test 1 Test 2 Test 1 Test 3

Most of the students were now much better able to segment spoken English and recognize linked words,
reduced syllables, and assimilated sounds.



2 Post-Semester Course Evaluation Survey pryyymrmy

listening skills
(Q) Do vou think vou improved your Engtish? (N = 31)
’/
| strongly think so | think so a bit™ | | | really don’t think so | |don'’t think so at all
13 (41.9%) 14 (45.2%) 4 (12.9%) 0

(Q) How satisfied are you with the activities in this course? (n = 31)

Very Somewhat Somewhat Very
satisfied satisfied unsatisfied unsatisfied
VOA audio quiz 21 (67.7%) 10 (32.3%) . O 0
Song cloze activity | 20 (64.5%) 10 (32.3%) 1(3:2%) 0
—=

23 comments: Happy to understand the lyrics/to 23 comments: Easy to replay; Easy to find what they

be able to sing; Enjoyed practicing were weak at ; VOA video quizzes helped




Conclusions




MUST-learn connected speech features(+) for Japanese EFL learners:

1. Should be explicitly taught to those with underdeveloped
bottom-up listening skills to help them to improve their listening
skills

2. (an be effectively taught through self-grading quizzes and song
cloze activities (plus students enjoyed learning through them)

5. (an be learned relatively quickly (within /7 weeks)

*Online materials and activities developed here can be used in different
learning settings, either online courses (real-time/on-demand), or
In-person courses (with/without activity restrictions).
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