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Teaching/Learning Reading: What and How... and to Whom?

⚫ What?

– Improve English ability of Junior college learners

– Experience of authentic texts with enjoyment to EFL children

⚫ How?

– Active learning

1.  in a “traditional” Extensive Reading class

2.  in a service-learning program where students give lessons to young learners

⚫ To Whom?

– Background of our students

– Needs of young learners
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✓ Student needs: build up and practice self-expression skill (speaking and writing) in 
second language especially if prior language training was mostly in grammar and 
translation

Extensive Reading Course at SUJCD: college students

⚫ Course title is Intermediate Skills: Extensive Reading, Rapid Reading

⚫ Semi-elective course

–  (students can choose one of several courses that fulfills a requirement)

– Result: class tends to recruit self-motivated students wanting to improve reading

⚫ 1st year and 2nd year junior college students who study English 

⚫ Class size typically 15 to 20 students 

– (maximum 30)

⚫ 14 weeks

– 28 class sessions, meet 2 times a week for 100 minutes

⚫ Wide range of English language ability from high beginner to advanced
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⚫ Background to the course: originally a communication course with a scaffolded 
book report that students presented each week in a small group. (active learning)

Extensive Reading Course at SUJCD: college students
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• Book title

• Level

• Number of words

• Fiction or biography: characters and main events

Or

• Nonfiction: graphic organizer of main idea and 

supporting details

※ a script for sharing is provided, but students tend to talk without the script after the first sharing



Extensive Reading Course at SUJCD: college students

⚫ Activities that keep the extensive reading course active

– Course rationale:  review it at the beginning of each class and gradually built up 

– Make course rationale into a pair activity where students have slides with missing 
information and take turns telling the partner what the missing information is
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Example: using fill-
in-the blank slides 
as a pair activity



Extensive Reading Course at SUJCD: college students

⚫ Other examples of using fill-in-the blank slides to review in pairs:
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Extensive Reading Course at SUJCD: college students

⚫ Speed Reading is part of most classes

⚫ A typical class:
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Extensive Reading Course at SUJCD: college students

⚫ Final project: “How I Read”

– Students analyze their own reading data which appears in XReading

– Student also look at their speed reading data and they gain

• awareness that it takes time for speed to increase

• awareness of their average reading speed

• awareness that reading speed and text length as well as text difficulty are correlated

– Focusing on reading speed helps students prioritize which words they really need to 
look up in a dictionary and which words they can just ignore and move on
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Extensive Reading Course at SUJCD: college students
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✓ From student presentation: How I read

Student reflects 

on her reading 

speed



Extensive Reading Course at SUJCD: college students
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✓ From student presentation: How I read

Another student 

reflects on her 

reading 

comprehension 

and how she 

improved it; this 

student read all 

of the books in 

2 different 

series.



Extensive Reading Course at SUJCD: college students

⚫ Students’ word count is 36% of the final grade

⚫ Goal is to read 180,000 words in 14 weeks

⚫ 6 out 14 students reached the goal
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Learning through Picture Stories: elementary school students

⚫Picture story books incorporated in children's EFL 
learning    

  'Receptive' learning...?  

  It requires commitment and creativity.

     Listening to the story

     Following the sound incorporating it with meaning

     Guessing the meaning from visuals & other clues

     Using non-linguistic clues: situation, setting, characters, story schema

 Listening to picture stories can be a very 'active' learning.
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Learning through Picture Stories: elementary school students
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Worksheet

To enhance understanding

To give confidence

To give fun

To be imaginative



Learning through Picture Stories: elementary school students



Learning through Picture Stories: elementary school students

⚫Picture story books incorporated in language learning

  A careful procedure is essential

     1) schema building using front page of the book

     2) introducing vocabulary in a meaningful context

     3) presenting the story with visuals and non-linguistic clues

          → the reader needs to practice and prepare

     4) worksheet for understanding, not for grading

  Nurturing skills to be a good listener is also important.
    

 Listening to picture stories can be a very 'active' learning.
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