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The classes I teach
Popular culture , media, English Language 
(to English majors)

Ø ER (MReader) 30 mins. ER in class for 1st 
years, ER out of class 2nd years

Ø 4-skills language activities based on 
various printed and online reading texts 

Ø ER goals for 1 semester :

 100,000 words for 1st years

 233,000 words for 2nd years



What is plot structure?
How did Cinderella change from 
this person to this person?



Tzvetan Todorov

Equilibrium Theory



Plot pyramid

•

Exposition

Complication

Rising action

Climax

Resolution



How about a 
traditional 
Indonesian 
story? 



Plot types

• Overcoming the Monster 

• Rags to Riches

• The Quest

• Voyage & Return

• Comedy

• Tragedy 

• Rebirth



Story genres: Which ones do you enjoy?

Mystery 
(detective fiction)

Thriller (action, 
adventure)

Horror (ghosts, 
vampires, 

werewolves, etc.)
Historical

Romance Science fiction Fantasy Realist

Comedy



Caution!
When using these activities keep in mind the 

maturity levels and reading experience of  your 
students.



Activities to identify 
plot structure

1. Read a story together as a class 
and students work in pairs or 
groups to identify the 5 stages of 
the plot.



2. Music videos that tell stories

A-Ha 
Take On Me

Daniel Powter
Bad Day

Olly Murs
Busy



Additional activities when using music 
videos
1. Pairwork: Students read the song lyrics and discuss questions. 

Some examples:

vIs this a sad or a happy song? Why do you think so? 

vDo you think this is sung fast or slow? 

vIs it rock, pop, a ballad, a folk song, or another genre of music?

vWhat musical instruments are played?

vHow long ago was this a hit?



2. One student watches 
the video, the other 
listens to the audio.
vThe student who watched has to 

retell the story of the video.

vThe student who listened has to 
give the “correct” answers to the 
questions they discussed earlier.

vThen they identify the stages of 
the music video plot structure 
together.



Class collaboration stories

1. Choose the story genre.

2. Write the Exposition (E.g., the main characters, their situation).

3. Another student writes the Complication.

4. A third student will writes the Rising Action.

5. A fourth student writes the Climax.

6. A fifth student writes the Resolution.

7. A sixth student gives the story a title.





Next lesson …

Read and evaluate from 1 – 5

1 = poor

2 = so-so

3 = OK

4 = good

5 = very good



Read and choose favourite 3 stories.



Would you like to see some 
of the most popular stories?



Alternative methods

• Students work in groups of 6 and each of them contributes a 
part to each of their 6 stories.

• Students work in groups to write each part of one story 
collaboratively. They share their stories with the class.

• Any other suggestions?



Additional activity for 
working with plot 
structure

Storyboards

ØUsed a class set. Detective story.

ØGroups read the story with 
discussion activities.

ØNext lesson turned the story into a 
TV drama using a storyboard.



Do you have any questions?



Thank you 
for 
participating!

Please contact me if you 
would like some of these class 
handouts.

agillis@cc.kyoto-su.ac.jp


