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Practical steps to conducting practitioner-research

What? (Introduction)
This poster introduces an 

annotated 13-step cycle (adapted 
from Bury, 2023) that can be 
easily followed to actively 

conduct practitioner-research in 
learning environments.

Why? (Issue 1)
Research and academia can seem 
detached from the problems and 

realities of real-life practice (Rose 
& McKinley, 2017). 

So…? (Solution 1)
Teachers should engage in their 

own practitioner-research.

Why? (Issue 2)
High levels of perceived 

difficulty in overcoming barriers 
to conducting practitioner-

research (e.g., time constraints).

So…? (Solution 2)
Follow the cycle of practitioner-

research.

Essential to the identification of practice-
based issues and promotes the 

improvement of future practices.

Crucial as knowledge 
comes not only from 
our own experiences 
and observations but 
also from published 
research. Each of 
these knowledge 
sources should 

inform the other.

Consideration of ethical 
implications includes 
many factors, such as 

potential biases, power 
relationships, and 

existing perceptions.
Could include pilot studies, 
content validity checks, etc.

Specific to the context 
of the individual 

teachers / practitioners 
at this stage.

Further consideration 
of the ethical 

implications is 
necessary here.

Simple premises are best. Don’t 
have to be hypothesis led.

Time to get 
‘hands on.’
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Consider statistical 
significance, effect size, 

content/thematic 
analysis, coding, etc.

Provides the 
opportunity to gain, 

and consolidate, 
valuable insights via 

cross-referencing (also 
see Step 3).

Enables a focus on the 
practicality and 

generalizability of 
findings before 

developing 
suggestions.


