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⚫ Worked at the public junior high school in Nara Pref.

⚫ Study at Akita International University (AIU)

⚫ Practicum

Teaching practice (3 hours) and observation (5 hours)
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1. Literature Review

Teachers must teach English in English and 

improve students communication skills in English. 

(MEXT, 2017, 2018)
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MERRIER approach (Watanabe, 2003)

Model/Mime: To show gestures, facial expressions, visual aids

Example:       To give concrete examples to describe abstract things

Redundancy: To explain same things in different phrases or words

Repetition:     To repeat important information

Interaction:     To interact with students

Expansion:     To give students corrective feedback

Reward:         To give students positive feedback
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1. Literature Review

Students’ listening skills improve and create the 

foundation of communication skills.  

Teachers’ English proficiency will improve dramatically. 

(Watanabe, 2003)
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1. Literature Review

The group taught using the MERRIER approach used 

more words than the non-controlled group. 

(Chida, 2002)
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2. Settings

⚫ Place: Shinjo Junior High School (a public JHS in Nara Pref.)

⚫ Period: October 19-22, 2021

⚫ Target Students: Second graders (2 lessons × 3 classes)
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T：Do you remember this festival?

S：Tomato.

T：Tomato festival.

Do you remember where?

Which country?

S：Spain.

T：Spain.

Very good.

So what are they doing?

They are eating tomatoes?

S： (Reactions of “No”)

T：No. So what are they doing?

S：Throw.

T：Throw. OK. Throwってどういうこと？みんなでジェスチャーして

S：(Gesture of throwing something)

Interaction

Expansion

Redundancy

Repetition

Model/Mime

Reward

Interaction

Interaction

Interaction

Example
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T：What do you know about Thailand?

S：Temple.

T：Temple.

Good.

What is temple in Japanese?

S：寺

T：お寺.

Good.

Thailand is Buddhism country.

Very good. There is a very famous

animal in Thailand. Can you guess?

It’s very big, has very long nose.

S：ジャイアント…

S：Elephant

T：Elephant. 

Very good.

Interaction

Example

Repetition

Reward

Interaction

Interaction

Repetition

Repetition

Reward

Model/Mime

Model/Mime

Reward
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3. Results Students response

⚫ Eager to listen to the teacher

⚫ Lots of silence, but students were able to respond 

in Japanese or English

⚫ Better response in the DAY 2
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Example
8%

Reward
20%

DAY 1 (90 ITEMS) DAY 2 (73 ITEMS)

3. Results The use of the MERRIER approach 
(Class 1)
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Reward
18%

DAY 1 (158 ITEMS)

Example
0%

Reward
27%

DAY 2 (71 ITEMS)

3. Results The use of the MERRIER approach 
(Class 2)

20



Reward
13%

DAY 1 (120 ITEMS)

Example
3%

DAY 2 (74 ITEMS)

3. Results The use of the MERRIER approach 
(Class 3)
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TOTAL (586 ITEMS)
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4. Findings
Model / Mime: used gestures, and PPT slides (pictures)

Example:         rarely used

Redundancy:   rarely used

Repetition:       repeated students’ utterances and 

teacher’s questions

Interaction:      asked many questions 

Expansion:      recast students’ utterances in a sentence

Reward:          used the same reward, “Very good.” 
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5. Suggestions

⚫ Non-verbal response → verbal response

⚫ Pair or group work

⚫ Teachers need rich vocabulary and paraphrasing skill

⚫ Keep using the MERRIER approach 
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6. Conclusion

⚫ It was challenging for both students and me.

⚫ Students were getting used to listening and responding  

to English little by little.

⚫ Teachers need to use the MERRIER approach 

continuously.
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Thank you for 
listening!

27


