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Agenda

= Overview of terminology
= Creating vocabulary lists

= Formulaic language

= Argument Frames




Corpora

Corpora can be defined as "a collection of naturally
occurring, computer-readable texts, often comprising many
millions of words, which is considered more or less
representative of a particular domain of language use"

(Hyland, 2013, p. 248).



Formulaic Sequences

[t is a broad term that covers various lexical units including idioms,
proverbs, collocations, lexical bundles, and conventionalized
expressions (Schmitt & Carter, 2004).

Colligations can be defined as the environment in which a word
would be used, what words are connected to it, and what the
grammatical patterns are (Sinclair 1996, 1999, 2004; Hoey 1997a,
1997b, as cited in Hoey & O'Donnell, 2008).

Collocations can be defined as what words co-occur together or word
associations (Hoey, 2014).



Connection of corpora to academic writing

Understanding of multiword expressions define the writer’s

linguistic fluency ( Hyland, 2012).

Being able to choose certain phrases over others helps to
control academic discourse ( Hyland, 2012).

More experienced writers use formulaic language.

Learner corpus can be used to check student’s errors.



The Assignment

With computers tracking the Web sites we visit and surveillance
cameras filming us in many public places, many people feel that their
right to privacy has been violated. Do you think that this kind of
monitoring is justifiable! Support your position with reasons and
examples from your own experience, observations, or reading.

What would a student need to be able to complete the assignment!?

Vocabulary, Grammatical Patterns, Argumentative Essay
Organization, Help with arguments



Vocabulary

= What key terms would likely be used in this essay?

= Surveillance, surveillance camera, tracking cookie, privacy,
monitoring
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Adverbs associated with monitor

[ALL CORPORA] SAVE LIS
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-Chart Word Browse +

Find matching strings
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Can see which words are usually associated
with survelllance based on frequency
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Word Function

List Chart Browse +
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Transitions and Connectors

What transitions and connectors are most commonly used
in an argumentative essay/’

Despite, Some people might say, on the other hand, while,
whereas

Additionally, Moreover, For example

All of these can be looked up in COCA and analyzed with
a KWIC
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Academic Formula List(AFL)

Patterns that reoccur in academic writing which is separated into
written and spoken discourse (Simpson-Vlach &Ellis, 2010).

On the other hand, Despite the fact, It should be noted
A list can be found on the AEP Foundation Website

https://www.eapfoundation.com/vocab/academic/afl

Can be used with COCA or SKELL

https://skell.sketchengine.eu/#result’/lang=en& query=despite%20the%20fact
&f=concordance



https://www.eapfoundation.com/vocab/academic/afl/

Academic Phrase Bank

The academic phrase bank provides phrases to help with dissertation
writing and other academic writing. The phrases are broken into
separate headings based on purpose (Morley, 2014).

For this essay ‘being cautious’ would be the most useful heading. The
section ‘being cautious when giving explanations’, and ‘devices that
distance the author from a proposition’ are useful.

Highlighting the sections to look at could prevent students from
being overwhelmed or these items could be added to the assignment
sheet.

https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/using-cautious-language/



Modals

Argumentative essays need to use cautious language
Can be a source of confusion for students

What is the difference between would and could?
Possibility

Sketch Engine for Language Learning can be used to show
the words in context.



Brainstorm Arguments For/ Against

What are some arguments for surveillance!
Examples!

What are some arguments against surveillance?
Examples!



Key Arguments

For Against

Control of crime Invasion of privacy

(Does surveillance make it easier to catch criminals?) (How can your personal information be used against you? Do you
want companies to be able to read your text messages? Can people
find where you live? (GPS)

Improved customer service (Amazon calculating user preferences Costly
‘You might like...”) * See an ad on Facebook for something you (How expensive is a surveillance system?)

bought on Amazon. (data profiles)

Ability to monitor and respond to national issues (e.g., the Issues of data safety

spread of coronavirus, disasters)- Track where confirmed cases (How might other people access your information? Leak your
have been and their contacts. (Make sure you can prove this passwords?)

though. Underreporting is a huge problem)




Other Things to Look Into

Edward Snowden
Watch lists

Mass surveillance
Right to privacy
Metadata

Breach of privacy
Terrorism

PRISM
Phone spy (stalkerware)

Tracking cookies
Predictive data mining

Cambridge Analytica
Blackmail

Deepfakes

Facial recognition software
Social Credit System (China)
Big Brother (1984)

Pegasus (Israeli spyware)



Argument Essay Frame

Introduction
Define key terms (surveillance, privacy)
Explain why the reader should care about the issue/ Why the issue is debated

Thesis: Transition+ other side’s position, your position + two predictors

Body Paragraph 1
First supporting point
Give more details about the point
Example

How does this point prove your position!



Argument Essay Frame

= Body Paragraph 2
= Second supporting point
=  Give more details about the point
= Example

= How does this point prove your position?

= Body Paragraph 3
= Counter argument (one point from the other side)
= Explain why that argument is not important or is not strong
=  Give example to prove your points

= Restate why the counter argument wasn’t strong or ways to address the counter argument




Argument Essay Frame

= Conclusion
= Restate the thesis

= Restate main points

= Explain why it was important to talk about the issue

= Add a prediction, recommendation, or final comment ( no new
information)




Conclusion

[t is important to understand vocabulary load when
choosing essay topics

[f the essay topic cannot be chosen, then it is important to
break down the topic in a way that helps students succeed.

Planning step by step and providing sample essays can help
students.

Teaching how to search corpora can help students on
future assignments.
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