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Definition of Terms

n Metaphorical expressions

n Listening difficulties  

n Listening strategies



Research Questions

Training in metaphorical expressions

Students’ 
Difficulties of 
ESP listening

Students’ 
Strategies of 

ESP listening



Research Questions
1.What are the metaphors students 

apply to describe their ESP listening? 
2.What is the relationship between 

student self-concept of ESP 
listening and the difficulties they 
face? 

3.What is the relationship between 
student self-concept of ESP 
listening and the strategies they 
use? 



Significance of the Study
n Concepts --- 6 categories of 

metaphors

n Difficulties --- a deep analysis

n Strategies --- 2 more strategies



Metaphor 

nMetaphor in student 
concepts
Ex: Learning is... 



Listening Difficulties

Goh (1997, 2000, 2006, 2018): 
n Personal : lack of interest and 

motivation 
n Task: text syntax, structure
n Strategy: insufficient exposure to the 

target language, difficulties arising 
from social and cultural practices



Listening Difficulties
Nushi (2020): 

n Speed rate 
n Lexical coverage
n Limited capacity of short-term 
memory 

n Phonological features
n Lack of prior knowledge



Direct Strategies 
Oxford (1990)  

n Direct strategies: dealt with learning 
àmemory Ex. Using imagery
àcognitive Ex. Repeating 
àcompensation Ex. Linguistic clues



Indirect Strategies

Oxford (1990)
n Indirect strategies: arranging the 

learning process  
*metacognitive Ex. Self-monitoring
*affective Ex. Using music
*social Ex. Asking for clarification



Students’ ESP 
listening concepts

ESP 
listening 
strategies

ESP 
listening 
difficultie

s



Methodology
n Subjects
n Materials

1. Reflective assignments
2. ESP listening difficulties     

questionnaire
n Procedure 



Examples of reflective 
assignments

n Choose one task in the listening assignments in the 
textbook and describe how you felt while listening 
to the MP3 and how you intended to accomplish 
the task.

n Imagine you were now 40 years old. You wanted to 
describe your feelings about the presentation that 
happened in your fifth grade when you were in 
college. What would you say? What did you think 
or how did you feel when you listened to your own 
practice for the midterm presentation?



Data Analysis

nMetaphors
nDifficulties
nStrategies

qualitative

quantitative



Bar Chart of Metaphors in Two Groups
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Metaphor: GAMES
n LISTENING TO ESP TOPICS 
IS PLAYING GAMES (30.51%)

n Jigsaw àEasier at the end 
then at the beginning. 

n Riding a rollercoasterà
Sometimes up and 
sometimes down. 



Metaphor: 
PREACHING TO DEAF EARS
n LISTENING TO ESP TOPICS IS 

PREACHING TO DEAF EARS 
(22.03%)

n Preaching to deaf earsà Can 
not understand anything

n Getting lostà Can not 
understand anything



Metaphor: EATING

n LISTENING TO ESP TOPICS 
IS EATING (18.64%)

n Eatingà Eating is necessary 
everyday.

n Drinking plain waterà
Nothing special



Metaphor: WAR
n LISTENING TO ESP TOPICS IS 

WAR (16.95%)
n In a warà Need to be concentrate, 

otherwise will be shot
n Ants in one’s pantsà Anxious 

when not understanding the 
content 



Metaphor: EXERCISE
n LISTENING TO ESP TOPICS  
IS EXERCE (8.47%)

n Joggingà The more practice 
the easier to run

n Dancing à The more 
acquaint with the skills the 
more one likes it



Metaphor: COOKED VEGETABLE

n LISTENING TO ESP TOPICS IS 
COOKED VEGETABLE (8.47%)

n The vegetable which has been 
cookedà I am the vegetable and 
the teacher cooks me.



Metaphor Difficulties Strategies
GAME All 3 dir, 2 indir.
DEAF EARS Speaker & 

listener 
3 dir, 4 in. 
(all 
metacognit.)

EATING Speaker 5 dir, 2 indir.
WAR Speaker & 

listener
5 dir, 5 indir.

EXERCISE Message 1 dir, 2 indir.
VEGETABLE Message 1 dir, 1 indir.



Metaphors in Different Cultures

n Ex. Mind Monkey trapped in 
Five Phrase Mountain

n Ex. Ants in hot pot
n Man-neo vitamin B drinks  



Two Strategies 

n No mental translation

n Test-taking strategies



Deep Analysis of listening 
difficulties

n Ex vocabulary
n Not broad enough
n Confusing meanings

(Also the biggest difference 
between general English and ESP)



Difficulties & the Use of Metaphor

Q 1: Pre-listening information

Q 14: Unclear pronunciation

Q 20: Noise outside



Pedagogical Implications

n Teaching students according to   
their aptitude

n Make the most use of 
metaphors 
n differences of each student
n cultural difference Ex Mind        

Monkey, ants in one’s paints



Limitations of the Study

n Small sample
n ESP setting

n The design of the Reflective 
Assignments



Suggestions for Further Research

n Re-design of the Reflective 
Assignments
n Students had the inclination to 
choose the same question in 
each Reflective Assignment.

n Cultural aspects



Suggestions for Further 
Research

n The use of Internet tools

n Renew Oxford’s Strategy 
System

http://tw.myblog.yahoo.com/shufei-esl/article?mid=2&prev=3&next=1&l=f&fid=13
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