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Presentation Schedule
 Self-introduction

 What is a good “literature review”?

 Demonstration: How to write a good literature review using a matrix
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The Literature Review
“A literature review is a document or section of a document that collects 
key sources on a topic and discusses those sources in conversation with each 
other” (Purdue University, n.d., Para. 1)

Why?
 Acknowledge the intellectual property rights of previous authors 

(Swales & Feak, 2012)
 Give arguments greater authority (Swales & Feak, 2012)
 Demonstrate perceived relevance to earlier research (Cronin, 2005)
 Inform the research methodology (Purdue University, n.d.)



How do you write a literature review?

Source: https://www.morphict.co.uk/2018/11/20/sign-windows-10/



Student Example
Much research has been done on the impact of official development assistance 
(ODA), and foreign direct investment (FDI) on the economic growth of 
developing countries. Chenery and Strout (1966) found that ODA positively 
influences growth because it increases the level of income and rate of investment 
by supplementing the receiving country’s own financial resources. FDI also has a 
significant positive impact on economic growth if the nation has access to 
advanced foreign technology and expertise. Griffin and McKinley (1994) found 
that ODA and FDI negatively impact economic growth. They did not compensate 
for the transfer of resources from recipient to donor countries in exchange for the 
aid. Lumbila (2005) conducted a panel analysis of the effects of FDI on economic 
growth in Africa. He used data from 47 African countries from 1980-2000. The 
study found that FDI exerts a positive impact on growth in Africa. However, ODA 
and domestic investment still have a greater effect on growth than FDI. Kosack
and Tobin (2006) found that FDI only has no effect on economic growth, while 
ODA contributes powerfully to growth. However, both can harm the growth of 
countries with the lowest economic development.
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NOT a good literature review
Much research has been done on the impact of official development assistance 
(ODA), and foreign direct investment (FDI) on the economic growth of 
developing countries. Chenery and Strout (1966) found that ODA positively 
influences growth because it increases the level of income and rate of investment 
by supplementing the receiving country’s own financial resources. FDI also has a 
significant positive impact on economic growth if the nation has access to 
advanced foreign technology and expertise. Griffin and McKinley (1994) found 
that ODA and FDI negatively impact economic growth. They did not compensate 
for the transfer of resources from recipient to donor countries in exchange for the 
aid. Lumbila (2005) conducted a panel analysis of the effects of FDI on economic 
growth in Africa. He used data from 47 African countries from 1980-2000. The 
study found that FDI exerts a positive impact on growth in Africa. However, ODA 
and domestic investment still have a greater effect on growth than FDI. Kosack
and Tobin (2006) found that FDI only has no effect on economic growth, while 
ODA contributes powerfully to growth. However, both can harm the growth of 
countries with the lowest economic development.



Synthesize, NOT Summarize
Synthesizing research means “drawing connections between sources to 
create a picture of the scholarly conversation on a topic over time” (Purdue 
University, n.d., Para. 12).

How?

Build a Literature Review Matrix



Building a Literature Review Matrix
After reading and summarizing sources relevant to their research, your 
students can create a literature review matrix.

A literature review matrix is a way to visually-represent and manipulate
important information.

Your students can use a literature review matrix to write an effective and 
well-structured literature review.



Literature Review Matrix Demonstration
1. Building a literature review matrix:

A. Add summaries to a database
B. Re-categorize each piece of information from the summaries
C. Tag important information that commonly appears in the sources

2. Using the literature review matrix to write a sample literature review



Building a Literature Review Matrix
1. Add summaries to a database (e.g., Excel)

A) Citation
B) Background information
C) Key findings
D) Commentary

2. Re-categorize each piece of information from the summaries
A) Citation > author(s), date
B) Background information > objective, data/model, location
C) Key findings > primary results, secondary results
D) Commentary

3. Tag important information that commonly appears in the sources
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