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The reading-writing connection

Why writing is so hard

Bridging the reading-writing gap

Outline 



• We know that reading and 

writing are connected

• They are two sides of the 

same coin

1.  The Reading & Writing Connection



• Can’t read – can’t write

• Good writers are good readers?

• Good readers are good writers? 

• Yes, but not always

1.  The Reading & Writing Connection



Reading

• Comprehending, appreciating text

• Semantic processing

Writing

• constructing, creating text 

• Syntactic processing

1.  The Reading & Writing Connection

Which one is 

harder?



IELTS Data

Which one is 

harder?
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2. Why is writing so hard?



Unlike speech, writing is context 
independent

Rigid structure and organization

Text signals to guide readers

Formal and standard variety 

e.g., look at vs examine; put up with vs 
tolerate

Why writing 
is hard



Why writing 
is hard

Longer and more complex sentences

Academic writing: content and structure

Slow and laborious; Mentally taxing



3. Bridging the Reading-Writing Gap



MasterApprentice

An Apprenticeship model of skill learning



Apprenticeship model of learning

Modelling Imitating Approximating Creating

Gradual Release of Responsibility



"Writing is learned by imi tat ion. If 

anyone asked me how I learned to write, 

I'd say I learned by reading the men 

and women who were doing the kind 

of writing I wanted to do and trying to 

figure out how they did it."
2006



If you want to write like Richard Day or Stephen Krashen 

• Read their works

• Observe their writing styles 

• Imitate them

• Practice every day

• Develop your own style
2006



Read like a 
writer

Write like a 
reader

Write like a 
writer

Read like a 
reader

Pathways to bridging the 

reading-writing gap
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Read like a 
writer

Write like a 
writer

Write like a 
reader

Read like a 
reader

• Read for information

• Read for enjoyment

• Read as much as possible

• Read different types of text

• Read 20-30 mins a day

• Benefits of daily reading?

Read Like a Reader
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… when enough reading is done, all 
the necessary grammatical structures 
and discourse rules for writing will 
automatically be presented to the 
writer in sufficient quantity.

(Krashen, 1984,p. 23

The reading-writing connection



Reading makes 

writing easier!!

EFL Teacher: The reading-writing connection

Reading makes 

reading easier!!



Read like a 
writer

Write like a 
writer

Write like a 
reader

Read like a 
reader 1. Purpose

2. Audience

3. Context

4. Text features

Read Like a Writer
Writerly reading



Read like a 
writer

Write like a 
writer

Write like a 
reader

Read like a 
reader

Read Like a Writer
Writerly reading

Focused Noticing



Read like a 
writer

Write like a 
writer

Write like a 
reader

Read like a 
reader

Read Like a Writer
Writerly reading

Research Methodology

Implications
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Language used in Abstract

https://www.phrasebank.man
chester.ac.uk/ 

https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
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Language used in Abstract

https://www.phrasebank.ma
nchester.ac.uk/ 

https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/


Read like a 
writer

Write like 
a reader

Read like a 
reader • Awareness of audience and purpose 

for writing

• First draft is ‘horrible’ 

• Not reader-friendly

• Poor style and language

• Coherence problem

Write Like a Reader 
Readerly Writing



• Writing is revising

• Revise your 1st and 2nd draft …

• Keep revising 

• Write for real audience (not just 

teachers)

Write Like a Reader 
Readerly Writing

Read like a 
writer

Write like 
a reader

Read like a 
reader



Read like a 
writer

Write like a 
writer

Write like a 
a writer

Read like a 
reader

• Write daily

• Write a variety of text for different 

purposes and audiences 

• Emails, blogs, social media posts, 

poems, academic papers

Write Like a Writer



• Polished writer

• Clarity & coherence

BENEFITS
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Read like a 
writer

Write like a 
reader

Write like a 
writer

Read like a 
readerPathways to building a 

stronger connection between 

reading and writing 

1 2

34



Implications and conclusions

• Strengthen the connection between 
reading and writing

• Provide students with more opportunities 
to learn from texts before they write

• One model text is not enough!!



Implications and conclusions

• To write a job appl letter, 10 model texts may be needed!!

• How about writing an academic paper?

• Engage students in focused noticing of text features

• Encourage students to read and write more

Finally, people learn to read & write by ……… & ………..
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